7. Performance, Fine Harness, Special Classes – Pg 45
A. Performance Division
B. Fine Harness
C. Special Classes
(1) Walking Horse Trainers’ Auxilary Classes
(2) Racking Horse Classes
(3) Pro-Am Classes
(4) Young Trainers’ Classes
(5) Field Trial Classes
(6) Amateur Owned & Trained
8. Equitation – Pg 54
A. Equitation
B. Flat Shod Walking Seat Equitation
C. Stock Seat Equitation
9. Academy - Pg 66
10. Versatility – Pg 67

3

(3) PRO - AM Class
The “PRO - AM” is a performance class with any age horse or professional or amateur
rider (does not have to be from the same barn). The professional rider must
accompany the amateur rider that is on the horse in the ring to ride the 2nd way. At the
lineup, the amateur is asked to stand with their horse and the professional rider that is
mounted. This is a specialty class.
(4) Young Trainers Class
Is a performance class for all Professional Trainers (age to be left up to show
management). This is a specialty class.
(5) Field Trial Class.
The Field Trial Tack & Attire” class will be judged on its own set of rules. The following
criteria will be used for the Field Trial Class; the horse will be judged on a four beat
walking gait with an effortlessness geared toward encouraging stamina and longevity on
the trail or at a field trial, rear legs following through close to the ground, head motion in
time with the horses movement, manners and responsiveness to the rider; standing
quietly and ability to back. The gaits required will be flat walk and favorite gait. If canter
is the favorite gait it should be slow, relaxed and consistent with judges giving extra
consideration in judging for those horses that canter as their favorite gait. Over striding
won’t be necessary and animation will not be desired and neither will be an unnatural
way of going. Neatness and taste and appropriateness in attire and tack will be
encouraged and should be considered in final judging. Any tendency to pace, rack or
trot will be penalized. Tack for the class will be the tack necessary for field trialing such
as a water jug, field trial saddle, (trooper, Buena Vista or saddle similar), regular walking
horse bridle, road rope, gun & gun sheath, saddlebag & etc. Attire will be blue jeans or
hunting pants. Horses will be judged 85% on manners, performance condition, style and
way of going, fitness and suitability for field trials and responsiveness to rider, 5% on
proper attire and neatness of rider; horses will be judged 10% on conformation &
beauty. Shanks over 9-1/2” are prohibited. Horse must be shod to meet trail pleasure
or country pleasure shoeing requirements.
(6) Amateur Owned & Trained
No professional training within 90 days.
Professional training shall include grooming, warming up or riding the horse, coaching,
corrective or informative instruction by a professional on the show grounds, a
professional hauling a horse that is AOT to a horse show. Bracing is not allowed by a
professional.
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Additionally, AOT horses should be owned, trained and shown by the same person or
immediate family member of the horse. All persons involved must meet the
requirements of amateur status.

8. EQUITATION, FLAT SHOD WALKING SEAT AND STOCK SEAT
A. Equitation
(1) General Rules, Description and Judging Criteria
In the Equitation Division, the exhibitor, as opposed to the horse, is judged.
Equitation is open to youth exhibitors 17 years old and under and adults 18 years old
and over.
The term “Equitation” specifically means “The act or art of riding horse back”. In the
Walking Horse Industry it is referred to as Walking Seat Equitation.
The Walking Horse’s unique center of gravity and gaits require an equitation seat of its
own; it is characterized by balance, grace and form. Exhibitors are judged on their seat,
hands, ability as it relates to the performance of the horse, appointments of both horse
and rider, ring showmanship, and overall presentation.
(2) General
(a.) Horses in this division should be immaculately groomed and properly tacked.
(b.) All exhibitors in Equitation classes must conform to the rules for personal
appointments or be severely penalized.
(c.) Stallions may be shown by adult exhibitors age 18 and over and may not be
shown by youth exhibitors 17 and under.
(d.) Any exhibitor not having his mount under sufficient control shall be dismissed
from the ring.
(e.) Fall of the exhibitor will eliminate the entry. Exception when the rider falls
because of contact interference from another rider or horse. In this situation the
rider and horse at fault will be excused.
(f.) No attendant shall be allowed in the ring except at the request of the Judge.
(g.) When additional tests are desired the Judge’s instructions to the exhibitors
shall be publicly announced. Tests should be posted one hour before show time.
If a pattern is needed in 11 and Under Equitation, or at a one night show, Pattern
#1 is to be used.
(h.) Exhibitors should be familiar with various parts of the horse, tack and rules
on Equitation.
(i.) Unsoundness of the mount shall not penalize an exhibitor unless it is
sufficient to impair the required performance, except such unsoundness that
violates the HPA and other Rules mentioned elsewhere which shall disqualify
both horse and rider.
(j.) The use of a communication device is strictly prohibited in all Equitation
Classes.
(k.) Equitation is an English class unless specified Stock Seat Equitation
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(l.) Both Flat Shod and Performance horses may be used in Equitation unless
class sheet specifically states Flat Shod Equitation.
(m.) In Equitation 11 and under, one attendant may come into the ring during the
line up for safety only.
(3) Appointments
(a.) Personal and Attire
(i.) The Equitation exhibitor should set the standard in the Walking Horse
industry for good taste, and immaculate turn out. Close attention should be
paid to the most minute details, including the fit of the riding habit. It should be
well fitted with the jodhpur pants covering the heel of the boot (only the toe of
the boot should show). Underpasses must be worn to hold the pants in place.
The English style riding boots (either calf or patent leather) should match or
coordinate with the riding habit and should be polished and shined. Spurs
with a small rowel or blunt end, or slip-ons. English riding whips of not more
than four feet are allowed.
(ii.) Informal saddle seat type suit where the riding jacket and jodhpur pants
are of the same fabric, which should be a solid color or conservative print or
pinstripe. This suit is correct both day and evening. The vest may be of the
same fabric as the jacket and pants, or may be a coordinating color. The shirt
and tie (of the “four in hand” type) must be neat, well fitted, and clean. Gloves
of the same or coordinating color must be worn.
(iii.) A matching or coordinated hat must be worn. This includes: derby,
homburg, or snap brim. It should be clean and rolled to shape.
(iv.) The semi-formal or tuxedo type one button coat suit is suitable to be worn
after 6 p.m. only. Top hat or homburg, dark bow tie, cummerbund, and gloves
complete the outfit.
(v.) The formal or tuxedo type one button coat suit is also acceptable only
after 6 p.m. Top hat, white bow tie, cummerbund, matching or white gloves
complete the outfit.
(vi.) The Equitation exhibitor’s hair must always be neat and well groomed.
Long hair must be styled above the collar. Small post earrings can be worn.
(vii.) Whip and/or small rowelled spurs are optional.
(b.) Tack
(i.) All tack must be clean and well kept with shining bits and stirrup irons.
(ii.) A standard English Walking Horse bridle with a single rein must be
used. Bit shanks with multiple rings are prohibited. Colored brow bands
are appropriate, but should be of good taste. Cavessons and breast straps
should be of black or brown leather.
(iii.) English saddles (deep or flat seat) with a four inch cut back are to be
used. They should be of the correct size to fit the rider. Dressage or
forward seat saddles are prohibited.
(iv.) Braids should be of the strait plaited variety with no butterflies or other
ornamentations.
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(4) Seat and Hands
(a.) When the rider is viewed from the side, a straight line should be drawn from
the rider’s ear, to shoulder, to hip, to heel. (Putting the riders leg directly below
his/her seat)
(b.) The stirrup should be of a length that when the rider “drops their stirrups”, the
bottom of the stirrup would rest just below the riders ankle bone.
(c.) The rider’s back should be flat with ribs drawn out of the waist. (The rider
should not have a “sway back” or a “humped back”).
(d.) The ball of the foot should sit squarely in the stirrup, with the heel being
below the stirrup iron to draw the rider’s body deep into the center of the saddle.
(e.) The rider’s knee and thigh should be in contact with the saddle, and have
slight flare in the lower leg with toes pointing straight ahead.
(f.) The rider should be looking forward (through the horses ears) and be aware
of his/her position/situation in the ring at all times.
(g.) The arms should fall naturally from the shoulder with the elbow on the
vertical or slightly forward. (The elbows should not be “sticking out” away from
the rider’s side, nor “clamped down” to the riders side)
(h.) The hands should sit in a position to aid the horses natural head set, but
should never be in the “praying mantis” position. The hands should form a “V”
when viewed from above. They should be held over the horse’s withers and far
enough apart so that the thumbs almost touch when extended. The hands should
be balanced, quiet, light and in unison with the horse, showing adaptability as
well as control. The rein should be held between the thumb and index finger with
the rest of the fingers closing gently around the rein. The reins must be buckled,
and may be crossed.
(i.) When viewed from the front the rider should be balanced in the saddle, never
leaning to one side or the other, with shoulders square.
(j.) An equitation rider should never look stiff, fake or artificial.
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(5) Position Charts
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(6) Position in Motion
(a.) A truly gifted equitation rider will perform all gaits, flat walk, running walk, and
canter while maintaining proper form (as set out above), using inconspicuous
cues, and using their skill as a horseman to present their horse to the judges to
it’s best advantage. Although the horse is not judged in this division, it is the
rider’s responsibility to show each entry to the best of its ability.
(b.) Each exhibitor will proceed in the ring and go counterclockwise at each
required gait, reverse (toward the rail) and do the same. The exhibitors should us
the proper amount of leg aid, along with rein adjustment for each desired gait.
(c.) The canter should be smooth, and rolling. The equitation exhibitor should
give the proper cue for his/her mount (which may include stopping the horse, or
going straight from the flat walk into the canter) A voice command is acceptable,
but the rider showing obvious pumping motion with the hands or body is not
acceptable. The equitation rider’s body should show little motion, and be moving
with the three beat gait of the canter. (Riders seat should stay in contact with the
saddle at all times) The Equitation rider should be able to put their mount on the
correct canter lead, but in the event that a lead is “missed” the Equitation rider
should quickly recognize the error, and correct the lead.
(d.) All transitions should be smooth keeping the body quiet, when completed by
the horse and rider.
(e.) In the English division the Equitation Rider should reverse toward the rail.
(7) Class Routine
(a.) Each exhibitor will proceed in the ring and go counterclockwise at each
required gait, reverse and do the same
(b.) After performing the required gaits, both ways of the ring, the riders will be
lined up for close inspection.
(c.) The judge should walk the line up in all equitation classes and view each
rider individually. At that time the judge may ask each rider to: (Tests)
(i.) Address their reins. (A test used to see how well a rider could collect their
reins if they were dropped accidentally)
(ii.) Ask each Equitation entry three identical questions. One each about the
anatomy of the horse, tack, and Equitation.
(iii.) Ask the riders to drop and pick up their stirrups.
A judge may choose to only require riders to perform one of the above tests,
traditionally, that would be addressing the reins.
(d.) Following the line up, the Judge may ask riders to perform individual
patterns. These work outs should be used to break ties. The pattern should be
posted one hour prior to show time, and be publicly announced during the class.
(before the riders begin their patterns)
(e.) The patterns should be used to further determine the equitation rider’s skills
in “off the rail” maneuvers. When judging patterns, the Judge must look for the
same correct form as the rail work, but now with additional, more difficult
requirements.
The judge should be looking for specific details in the pattern work, such as:
(i.) rider’s ability to stay poised and calm during the individual work out.
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(ii.) efficiency in completing the pattern.
(iii.) make circles round and uniform.
(iv.) perform serpentines that are uniform in width and depth.
(v.) control of mount.
(vi.) form without stirrups
(vii.) smoothness of transitions from one gait to another.
(viii.) accuracy of gait (show difference between flat walk and running
walk)
(ix.) correct canter leads.
(f.) Unless it is specifically stated in a pattern, the judge should not expect the
rider to address the Judge at the beginning or end of a pattern. This will expedite
the work out time.
(g.) Equitation riders SHOULD NOT be asked to back unless in a flat shod
specific class. This includes Pattern Work.
(h.) Patterns are not mandatory but should be used to break ties or close
decisions.
(i.) When a pattern is needed in Equitation 11 and under and at one night shows,
Judges must use Pattern 1.
(j.) If patterns are used, the Judge should remember that the rail work will count
as 50% of the final score, and the pattern will be the remaining 50%.
(k.) Riders not chosen to do additional pattern work, CANNOT be placed above
riders who have been chosen to do pattern work.
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(7) The following Patterns are recommended by SHOW
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(8) Class Divisions and Appropriate Test for Divisions
(a.) Walking Seat Equitation Youth 11 and under (Specialty)
They should perform on the rail in both directions at the flat walk and running
walk.
They may be asked to perform Pattern # 1 only.
(b.) Walking Seat Equitation Youth exhibitors 12 - 14 (Canter or Specialty)
They should perform the required gaits on the rail in both directions.
They may be asked to perform Patterns 1 -5
(c.) Walking Seat Equitation Youth exhibitor 15-17 (Canter or Specialty)
They should perform the required gaits on the rail in both directions.
They May be asked to perform Patterns 1-5
(d.) Walking Seat Equitation Championship (Canter or Specialty)
They should perform the required gaits on the rail in both directions.
They may be asked to perform Patterns 1 - 5.
(e.) Walking Seat Equitation Adults Riders 18 years of age or older (Canter or
Specialty)
They should perform the required gaits on the rail in both directions.
They may be asked to perform Patterns 1 -5
When a pattern is needed, in Equitation 11 and under and at one night shows, use
Pattern 1.
Equitation classes that do not require the canter cannot be asked to execute a pattern
which requires the canter.
B. Flat Shod Walking Seat Equitation Classes
Shows may offer the same classes with stated specifications listed for Performance
Walking Seat Equitation classes. Flat Shod Equitation Classes are open to riders
mounted on Flat Shod type horses. Exhibitors must back the horse during the line up.
C. Stock Seat Equitation
The general rules that apply to Walking Seat Equitation will apply to Stock Seat
Equitation.
The general rules of a flat shod western horse will also apply to Stock Seat Equitation.
(1) Attire - Must Include:
(a.) Western hat
(b.) Long sleeved shirt or jacket
(c.) Gloves
(d.) Long Pants
(e.) Boots
(f.) Chaps (Optional)
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(2) Tack
(a.) Western bridle with no cavesson
(b.) Western saddle. No Australian sock saddles
(3) Basic Position
Should be that of Walking Seat Equitation with the following exceptions:
(a.) Proper hand position with a split rein:
Reins may be held in either the right or left hand, but may not be switched during
the class. With a split rein, the exhibitor may place only the index finger between
the reins and the remainder of the reins must fall on the same side as the hand
the reins are in. The remainder of the rein must never be touched by the off hand
during the class. The hand holding the rein should be placed slightly in front of,
and just above level with the horn. The position of the hand not holding the rein is
optional, but it should be kept free of the horse and equipment and held in a
relaxed manner, with the exhibitor’s body straight at all times. The “off hand” may
also be held in a “mirror position to the rein hand.
(b.) Proper hand position with a romel rein:
The right or left hand may hold the reins, with the remainder of the rein coiled
neatly in the off hand. There should be approximately 16 inches between hands,
with the off hand behind the cinch. The rein hand an have no fingers between the
reins and should be behind in a fist position just in front of the horn.
(c.) Stock Seat Equitation Riders using horses 4 years of age and under may use
two hands on reins when using a snaffle bit or bosal. The western flat shod rules
will apply.
(d.) Elbows should be quiet; close to the exhibitor’s side
(e.) One should be able to draw a vertical line through the exhibitor’s ear,
shoulder, hip and heel.
(f.) Position in motion:
Will be the same as in walking seat equitation with the exception of the horse
being worked on a loose rein and reversing away from the rail.
(g.) The gaits and rules that apply in the Western Fat Shod Division will apply in
Stock Seat Equitation
(h.) The Judge may ask for a halt during any gait. The exhibitor should respond
quickly and quietly without altering his or her basic position
(i.) The Judges will ask all exhibitors to back individually, and may as them to do
a 360 degree turn. (rider may choose direction of turn)
(j.) The Judge should ask for a “lope” instead of the canter.
(4) Stock Seat Equitation Suggested Classes:
*SSE 11 and under (Specialty) Pattern 1
*SSE 12-14 (Lope or Specialty) Pattern 1-6
*SSE 15-17 (Lope or Specialty) Pattern 1-6
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*SSE Adult riders 18 and over (Lope or Specialty) Pattern 1-6
*SSE Championship (Lope or Specialty) Pattern 1-6.

9. ACADEMY RULES
THESE RULES ARE PROVIDED COURTESY OF THE WALKING HORSE OWNERS'
ASSOCIATION AND TENNESSEE WALKING HORSE BREEDERS' & EXHIBITORS'
ASSOCIATION. ANY RULE CHANGE, ADDITION, OR MODIFICATION WILL BE
SUBJECT TO THE REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE WHOA -TWHBEA ACADEMY
COMMITTEE AND AVAILABLE AT WALKINGHORSEOWNERS.COM OR
TWHBEA.COM
Purpose: The purpose of the Academy program is to create an enjoyable and
affordable division for the beginning rider.
Definition: Any class or classes designated as “Academy” in a show in which one or
more stables participate with their students.
A. Academy Division General
(1) Performance/Pleasure Classes: To be judged on showmanship, ring
generalship, and presentation of the horse to its best ability.
(2) Equitation: To be judged on the basic seat, hands and form along with
effective control of the horse. Riders are not required to address their reins.
(3) Riders may show in any Academy Canter class until they have shown in a
non-Academy Canter class.
(4) Instructors/Trainers will be allowed in the ring with students to assist/instruct
riders for safety.
(5) Instructors must be a CRI or hold a valid Trainers' license.
(6) Participants must have a current WHOA Academy Card.
B. Horse Eligibility:
(1) Performance horses must be registered Tennessee Walking Horses.
(2) The horse must earn his living as a school horse.
(3) The horse must be a gelding or mare. Absolutely no stallions.
(4) The horse may be owned or leased by a rider as long as the above criteria
are met.
(5) School horses may enter Amateur and/or Professional classes; however.
these horses must be regularly used as Academy mounts.
(6) Horses must be neatly presented with clean coat and clipped bridle path,
face, ears, and legs.
(7) No ringed shanks or shanks longer than 10” may be used.
(8) SHOW rules will prevail pertaining to inspections in accordance to the HPA.
(9) No braids or braced tails.
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C. Rider Eligibility and Attire
(1) A rider is no longer eligible for Academy competition if he/she has shown in a
riding suit in any affiliated horse show class, with the exception of the Country
Pleasure Class.
(2) Long sleeved shirts with a tie and vest. In cooler weather a sweater or
sweatshirt may be worn over the shirt or a turtleneck.
(3) Jodhpurs, breeches, or black pants in good condition. No blue jeans. Tie
downs are mandatory.
(4) Footwear - paddock or Jodhpur boots.
(5) Headgear- Helmets are Mandatory
(6) Riding suits are prohibited.
(7) Hair must be neatly pulled back in a bun or braid styled above the collar
(8) Gloves are optional.
(9) Whips and show spurs are permitted.
(10) No barn logos or identifying marks of any kind on any student or horse.
(11) No communication devices may be used.

12. VERSATILITY
SHOW Versatility Rules will follow the most current TWHBEA Versatility Rulebook with
the exception that horses five years of age or younger may be ridden with two hands
provided that a snaffle bit or bosal is being used.
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Appendix A:
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Appendix B:
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